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Mr. SPEAKER, 


BY Know itisa tender ſubje&T am 
SEL SES to ſpeake of, wherein I beleeve 
EN 1) . ſome within theſe walls are en- 

Py gaged with carneſtnefle in con- 
trary opinions to mine 4 and Y 
therefore it will bee neceſſary, | 
that in the firſt place I beſecch the patience of | 
this Houle , that they will bee pleaſcd to heare | 
mee without interruption , though ſomewhat | 
Iſay ſhould chance to-bee diſpleaſing, Ihope 
there will bee ſomewhat from mee ere 1 con- | 
Elude, that may bee of ſervice tothis Houle. l 
"Þ | A 3 Wa - | 
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Sir , if I thought there were no tutther de- 
ſizne in the deſires of fome, that this London 


Petition ſhould bee committed , then mercly 
to make vſe of it, as an Index of grievance : 


I ſhould winke atthefaults of ir,and not much 


oppoſe it. 

There is noman within theſe walls , mare 
ſenſible of the heavy grievance of Church go- 
vernment, then my felte; nor whoſe afteRions 
are keene to the clipping of thoſe wings of 
the Prelates, whereby they have mounted to 
ſuch inſolcncies, nor whoſe zeale is more ar- 
dent tothe ſcaring them, as that they may ne- 
ver ſpring againe. 

But having reaſon to beleeyve, that ſome 
ayme at a totall extirpation of Bihops, which 
is againſt my heart, and that the committing 
of this Petition, may give countenance to that 
deſigne, I cannot reſtraine my ſelfe from 1a- 
bouring to divert it , or at leaſt to ſet ſuch 
notes upon It, as may make it ineffeuall to 
thatend. | 

Truly Sir, when this Petition was firſt 
brought into the Houſe, Iconfidered it ia its 
nature,in the manner of the delivery inthe pre- 
ſent conjuncture of affaires, both Eccleſiaſti- 
call and Civill, tobe a thing of the highef 
conſequence that any age hath preſented toa 
Parliament, and the ſame thoughts I have of 


il. 
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I profeſle, I looked upon it then with ter- 
rour, as upon a Commetablaſing ſtarre, raiſed 
nnd kindled out of the ſtench , out of the poy- 
fonous exhalation of a corrupted Hierarchy : 
Me thought the Commet had a terrible tayle 
with it, Str, and pointed to the North , the 
ſamefcares dwell with mee ſtill concerning it, 
and I beſcech God they may not prove Pro- 
pheticall : I feare all the Prudence, all the 
Fore-caſt, all the Vertue of this Houſe , how 
unitedly ſocver colleted , how vigorouſly 
applycd, will have a hard worke of it, Yet 
to hinder this meteor, from cauſing ſuch diſtem- 
pers and Combuſtions by its influence, as it 
then portended by its appearance,what ever the 
event be ,. I ſhall diſcharge my conſcience 
concerning it - freely , and upnghtly , as 
unbyaft by popularity, as by any Court re- 
ſpeds. Sir, 1 could never flatter, theſenſe 
of. this Houſe, which I reverence femuch, as 
to agar a ſingle no, that my heart ditated, 
though I knew the venting of it might caſt 
prejudices upon mee, had my fortune plac't 
mee neere a King , I could not have flattered 
aKing. And I doe notintend now to flatter a 
multitude, | | 

I ſhall defire thoſe worthy Aldermen , and 
the reſt here of the Citic of Zonaon, notto take 
any thing I ſhall ſay in the leaſt way of diſpa- 
ragement , or reflection on the Citie, Ilooke 
not 


not upon this Petition, as a Petition fromthe 
Citie of Lo94oz , but from I know not whar, 
15000, Londoners, allthat could bee gorto 
{ubſcribe. 

When this Petition was firſt pre ented, there 
might bee more reaſon for the Commitment 
of it, as being then the moſt comprehenſive 
Catalogue wee had of Church grievance, bur 
now that the Miniſters by their remonſtrance, 
havegivenus ſo faire,and full an Index of them 
without thoſe mixtures' of things contemptt- 
ble, irrationall, and preſumptuous , where- 
with this Petition abounds, I doe not knowl 
proteſle to what goodend it can beecommuted, 
being full ot contemptible things , buthtft let 
me recall to your mind the manner of its deli- 
verie: AndIamconfident, there is noman of 
judgement, that will thinke it fit for a Parlia- 
ment, under a Monarchie, to give countenance 
to irregular, and tumultuous aflemblies of 
people, bee it for never 1o good anend; Be- 
fides , there 1s no man of the leaſt inſight into 
nature, or Hiſtoric, but knowes the danger, 
when cither true or pretended ſtimulation , of 
conſcience, hath once given a multitude agita= 
tion, 

Contemptible things ( Sir) ſwarme in the 
8. 13. 14+ 15.16.37, Articles of this Petition, 
Dideverany body: think, that the gaites of 0. 
Vid,or Tom,Caryes muſe, ſhould by 15000, have 
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Geene preſented to a Parliament, as amotive for 
the extirpation of Biſhops, rhe ſcandall of the 
Rochet, the Lawne tleeves, the foure corner 
Cap,the Cope, the Surpleſle, the Tipper, the 
Hood, the Canonicall Coat, &c, may paſle 
with arguments of the fame weight, onely 
thus mu ch letme obſerve upon it (Mr. Speaker) 
chat one would {weare the Penners of the Ar- 
t:cic had the pluming of ſome Biſhopsalready, 
they are ſo acquainted with every feather of 
them. Ina word, I know not whether bee 
more prepoſterous to interre the extirpation of 
Biſhops from luch weake Arguments, orto at- 
tributeas they doe to Church government all 
the civill grievance not a patent, nota Mono- 
polic, notthe price of a commodity raiſed, but 
thele men make Biſhops the caule of it. 

For the irrationall part ( Mr, Speaker) firft 
they pctition us in a Method onely allowa- 
ble with thoſe , whoſe Iudgement or Iuſtice 
is ſuſpected, that is /aqunm petere, ut £quum ferass 
There 1s no Logick, no reaſoning in their de- 
mands: It were want of Logick in mee to cx- 
pect it from a multitude, butI conſider the mul- 
titude 1n this 1s led. by implicite faith, ro that 
which hath beene digeſted , and contrived but 
by atew,and in themtruly I cannotbux wonder 
at the want of Reconciliation here, 

A Petition, Mr, Speaker, ought in this to be 
a kind of Silogiſme, that the Concluſion, the 
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prayer ought to hold pro 


tion with the pre- 


miſſes, thatis with the Allegations, and Com - 


plaints, and to bee reaſonably deduc't from 
them, 

But what have wee here a multitude of Alle- 
gations, a multitude of Inſtances , of abulcs, 


and depravations of Church government : 


And what inferred from thence , lct the uſe bee 
utterly aboliſhe for the abules {ake: As it they 
ſhould ſay , that becauſe Drunkenneſle and 
Adultery are growne fo epidemicall, as isal- 
leadged inthe Petition. Let there bee no more 
uſe of Wine, nor of Women inthe Land. 

Chriſts diſcipline hath beene adulterated , 
'tistrue, the whole Church incbriated by the 
Prelates, therefore inferre our Petitioners, let 
not ſomuchas thechalte, the ſober uſe of them 
bee ſuffered, 

Give mee leave tocontinue one of the Com- 
pariſonsa little further, ſhould ir be demonſtra- 
redunto us, that Wine could not be made uſc of 
without drunkennefſe, and withall ſome ſuch 
liquor preſented, ashealthy, and as nouriſhing 
trom which nodiſtemper could ariſe g 1 ould 
not blame any man for defiring to pluck up the 
Vine by the roots, But for the moveable ills- 
ſake, to take away the ſolid good of athing,, is 
jult as reaſonable inthis, as to root up a good 
tree, becauſe there isa Canker inthe branches. 

Forthe bold partof this Petition, Sir, what 


can 
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can therebee of greater preſumption, then for 
Petitioners , not only to preſcribeto a Parlia- 
ment, what,and how it ſhall doe, but foramul- 
tictude to teacha Parliament, what , and what is 
nor,the government according to Gods Word, 

Beſides, what is the Petition againſt, is it not 
againſt the government of the Church of Eng- 
land, cſ{tabliſhed by Ads of Parliament £ Is 
it not againſt the Licurgie, againſt ſeverall 
formes of Divine Service , ratified by the ſame 
Authority? 

'Tis true, Mr, Speaker, the Parliament may 
mend, may alter,may repeale Lawes,may make 
new, and Ihopein due ſcaſon wee ſhall doe ſo 
in point of Church-government: but in the 
meanetime let meetell you, Sir, I cannot but 
eſteeme it an irreverence, an high preſumption 
inany to petition point blanck againſt a Law, 
or Government in force. 

Repreſentment of inconvenience may bee 
made, (as the Miniſters have done) ſuchas ma 
cndurethe wildome of a Parliament, to advile 
Lawes, to reftihe, to repeale them , bar it im- 
ports the very eſſence of Parliaments, to keepe 
up the honour of its former Ads, and not to 
{uffer them to bee further blaſted from abroad. 

Beleeve me, Mr. Spexker , allthe reverence 
and authority , which wee expc& from future 
times to our 'owne Acts, hereafter depends 
upon our upholding the dignity of what for- 
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mer Parliaments havedone,even in thoſe things 
which in their due time wee may dctire, and in- 
tend to reverſe, 

Mr. Speaker, you ſee in what plaine language 
E have {ct forth unto you the taults of this 
Petition, notwithſtanding as great as they are, 
ſo they may not obtaine any {ceming counte- 
nance trom us; I find my f{clte willing tohave 
them paſt by , eſpecially when I conſider how 
naturally proneall mankind is, when it finds 1t 
ſelte oppreſt beyond patience, to fly unto ex- 
treames tor eaſe. Andindced , I doe not think, 
that any people hath beene evermore provoked, 
thenthe generality of Exz/and, ot Jate yeares , 
by the in{olencies, and cxorbitances of the 
Prelates. 

I proteſt hncerely, Mr. Speaker, I cannot caſt 
minceyeupon this Petition, nor my thoughts 
on the practiſes of the Church-men, that have 
governed it of late z but they appear'd to 
meeasa {courge employed by God upon us for 
the finnes of the Nation; I cannot thinke of 
that paſlage in the Booke oi KX:i»es, Hee thar 
elcapes the Sword of Hazael, ſhall Teh flay , 
and he that eſcapes Tehy, ſhall £{:jha (lay, 

Meethinkes , the vengeance of the Prelates 
hath becene ſo laid , aSif 'twere meant no gene- 
ration, no Degree, no Complcxion of Man- 
Kind ſhould eſcapei?, 

Was thereaman of a nice and tender con(ci- 
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ence? him have they afflited with ſcandall in 
Adiaphoris, 1impoting on him thoſe things , 'as 
neceſjary, which hee thinkes unlawtull,and they 
therſelves knew to be but indifferent. 

Was therea man of a legall conſcience , that 
made the cſ{tabliſhnents by Law, the meaſure 
of his Religion 2 him have they netled with 
innovations with freſh introductions to Po- 
"ry. 

g Was thereaman of a mecke and humble ſpi- 
rit, him have they trampled to dirt in their 
pride, | 

Was therea manof a proud, andarrogant na- 
ture, him have they bereft with indignationat 
their ſuperlativeinſolence about him. 

Was therea man peaccably affe&ed , ſtudious 
of the quiet, and tranquillity of his countrey £ 
their incendiatiſhip hath plagued him, 

Was there a man faithtully addicted to the 
Right of the Crowne, loyally affected to the 
Kings Supremacy, how hath hee beenegalled 
by their new Oath ? a dire& Covenant a- 
gain(t 1t, 

Was there a'man tenatious of the liberty, and 
propriety of the ſubject, havethey not ſertorth 
Bookes, or Sermons, or Canons diſtructiyeto 
themall, | 

Was there a man of a pretty ſturdy conſc}- 

ence ; that would not blanchtor a little: Their 
pernicious Oath hath made him fenſible ;” and 
i | WOUuN- 
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wounded, or I feare prepared him for the Di- 
yell. 

Was there a man that durſt mutter againſt 
their Inſolencies? hemay inquire for his Luggs, 
they have beene within the Biſhops viſitation ; 
as if they would not onely derive their Bran- 
diſment of the ſpirituall ſword trom S. Peter, 
but of the materiall one too, and the Right to 
cut off Eares. 

M-. Speaker, as dully, as faintly, as unhlvely, 
as in Language theſe Actions of the Prelartes 
have beene expreſſed unto you, I am confi- 
dent there is no man heares mee but is brimfull 
of Indignation, 


For my part I profeſſe I am ſo enflamed 
with the ſenſe of them, that I finde my ſelf rea- 
dy to cry out with the lowdeſt of the 15000 
downe with them, downe with them, event 
the ground. 

But M. Speaker, when caſt mine Eye round 
upon this great and wiſe Aſſembly, and find 
my ſelt a parttoo(though the moſt unworth 
and Inconſiderable) of that Senate, from whoſ: 
diſpaſhonate and equall Conſtitutions, preſent 


and future times muſt Expe& their happi 
or Infelicity, P ppineſle 


It obliges mee tothe utmoſt of m 


| power 
to diveſt my ſelt and others of all thoſe diſtur- 
bances of Judgement which ariſe ever from 


great provocations, and to ſettle my thoughts 
in 
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in that temper which I thinke neceſſary to all 
thoſe that would judge cleercly of ſuch things 
as have incenſt them, 

I beſcech you gentlemen let us not be led on 
by paſſion to popular and vulgar Errors, it is 
naturall (as I tould you before) to the multitude 
to fly unto Extremes, that ſcemes ever the beſt 
to them, that is moſt oppolite to the preſenteſt 
objec ot their hate. 

Wiſe Councells (M, Speaker) muſt ſquare 
their reſolutions by another meaſure, by what's 
molt juſt, moſt honourable, moſt convenient: 
Beleeve mee, Sir, great alterations of Govern- 
ment are rarely accompanied with any of 
thele, 

M. Speaker, wee all agree upon this, that a 
Reformation of Church Government is moſt 
neceſſary, and our happy unity of opinions 
herein ſhould be one Argument unto us to ſtay 
there, bur Sir, to ſtrike atthe Roote, to attempt 
a totall Alteration, before ever I can give my 
vote unto that, three things muſt be made ma» 
nitelt unto mee. 

Firſt, that the miſchicfes which wee have 
felt under Epiſcopall Government flow from 
the nature of the fun&ion, not from the abulſes 
of it only, that is, thatno Rules, no Bamda- 


* ryescanbe ſetto Biſhopsableto Reſtraine theny 
: from ſuch Exorbitances. 
Secondly, ſuch a frame of Government n 
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be layde before us, a5 no time, no Corruption 
can make lyable to proportionable inconve- 
niences with chat which wee aboliſh, 

And thirdly, it muſt be made to appeare that 

this 1/ropza is PraCticable, : 
- For the firſt, Sir, thatEpiſcopacy a funian 
deduced through all ages of Chriſts Church, 
from the Apoltles times and continued by the 
moſt venerable and ſacred order Ecclefſtaſticall, 
a function dignified by the learning and Picty 
of ſo many Fathers of the Church, glorified 
by ſo mdny Martyrdomes in the Primitive 
times, and {ome ſince our owne bleſſed Refors 
mation, a government admired (I ſpeake it 
knowingly) by the learned(t of the Retormed 
Chutrchesabroad, and laſtly a Government un- 
der which (till theſe late yeares) this Church 
hath ſo flouriſhed, ſo fructified, that ſuch a go- 
vernment, ſucha tun@ion,ſhouldat the faggend 
of 1640 yeares be found to have ſuch a Cloſe 
Devill init, as nopowercan Exerciſe, no Law 
reſtrayne appeares (Sir) to meathing very im- 
probable: I profeſle I am deccivedSir it Tri- 
enniall Parliaments will not bea Circle ableto 
keepe many a worſe Devill in order, 

For the ſecond, I know not the ſtrenoth of 
other mens fancies, but I will confeſle unto 
you ingenuouſly the weakneſſe of my faith 
in the poynt, that I do not beleeve there 
can any other Government bee propoſed but 
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will in time be ſubje&toas great or greater in-. 
conveniences then Epilcopacy, I meane Epiſ- 
copacy ſoordercd, redutand limitted as I ſup- 
pole it may be by firme and ſollid boundaryes. 

Tis true Sir, wee cannot {o well judge before 
hand of future inconveniences, for the know- 
ledge of the faults and miſchictes of Epiſcopall 
government reſulting from. freſh and bleeding, 
Experience. 

And the inſight into dangers of _ new. 
way that ſhall be propoſed being to riſe only 
from ſpeculation, the apprehenſion of the one 
is likely to be much more operative. then ofthe 
other, though perhaps in juſt 1caſonir oughtto. 
be the weaker with us, it is hard in ſuchcaſes 
for us to preſerve an equall and unpropenſe 
judgment ſince being in things of this world ſa 
much too hard for faith and contemplation: yet - 
as Divine as our inſpeRion 1s into things not 
experimented, if we harkcn to thoſe that would 

uite extirpate Epiſcopacy, I am confident 


that inſteed of _ Biſhop wee. put downe 
. a Dioceſle, wee ſhall ſerupa Pope inevery 
ariſh. 


Laſtly M. Speaker, whether the. ſubverſion 
of Epiſcopacy, and the introducing of another 
kixd of Gevernment bee prafticcable, I kave 
it to thoſe ro judge who have conſidered the 
connexion and interweaving of the Church 


Government wih the CommonLay, to.thole 
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who heard the Kings Speech to us the other 
Day, or who have looked into reaſon of ſtate, 
For my part (though no Stare{man I will 
ſpeake my mind freely inthis)I doe not thinke 
a King can put downe Biſhopps totally with 
ſafery to Monarchy ; not thar there is any ſuch 
Allyance as men talke of twixt the Myterand 
the Crovrne, but from this reaſon; that upon 
the putting downe of Biſhopps, the Govern- 
ment of Aſſemblies is likely to ſucceed ir, That 
(to beeffeAuall) muſt drawto it ſelte the ſupre- 
macy of Eccleltaſticall Juriſdition that(conſe- 
_— powerof Excommunicating Kings 
as well as any other Brother in Chriſt, and it 
a King chance to be delivered over to Sathan, 


Judge whether men are likely to care much 
what becomes of him next. 


Thele things conſidered M., Speaker, let us lay 
alideall thoughts of ſuch dangerous, ſuch fun- 
damentall, ſuch anaconiliſhed Alterations: 
& all thought of countenancing thoſe thoughts 
in others , ler us all reſolve upon that courſe 
wherein (with union) wee may probably pro- 
mile our ſelves, ſucceſſe, happines, and fecu- 
rity, that is ina through Reformation, 

To that, no mans vote ſhall be given with 
more zeale, with more heartines then mine, Let 
us not deſtroy Biſhopps, but make Biſhopps 
Iuchasthey were inthe Primitive times, 
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nues 


(19) 


nues offend ?[ let them be retrencht, the good 
Biſhop of Lippo had buta narrow Dioceſle, 

Doetheir Courts and ſubordinates offend ? 
let them be brought to Governe, as inthe Pri- 
mitive times, by Aſſemblies of their Clergic. 

Doth their intermedling in ſecular affaires 
offend * exclude them from the capacity, it is 
no more then what reaſon and all Antiquity 
hath interdited them, 

That all this may be the better effeted, M. 
Speaker my motion is that: Firſt, wee may ap- 
point a Committee to colle& all greevances 
ipringing from 'the miſgovernment of che 
Church (to which the Miniſters head of Go- 
vernment will be ſufficient without counte- 
nancing this Petition by a Comitment) and ta 
repreſent it to this houſe ina Body, 

And inthe next place that we may (fit ſtand 
with the order of Parliaments) deſire that there 
may be a ſtanding Cowittee of certaine mem- 
bers of both Houſes who(with a number of 
ſuch learned Miniſters as the Honſes ſhall no- 
minate for Aſſiſtants) may take into conſidera- 
tion alltheſegreevances, and adviſe of the beſt 
way to ſertle peace and fatifation in the Go-- 
vernment of the Chutch, to the comfort ofall 
good Chriſtians and all good Common« 


wealths men, 


FINIS, 


